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Pre-announcement Seminar

Forest Transitions in the Tropics

Are tropical forests on their way to recovery?

19 June 2008, 13.00 — 17.00 hrs

Tropical deforestation has major negative impacts on biodiversity and climate and is for these and
other reasons a major global concern. Despite growing scientific insights into the driving forces,
deforestation continues at high rates in many tropical countries.

But is this the complete picture? Forest statistics now reveal that countries such as Costa Rica, India,
China, and Vietnam are actually gaining forest area, and apparently have gone through the transition
to forest expansion. In the past, such transitions took place in many European countries, including the
Netherlands.

So, what causes the forest transition? Scarcity of forest products? Economic development or
government policies? Globalization and the international forest policy dialogue? Or other factors?
These are important questions if we are to understand and effectively promote forest transitions. It is
also important to analyze the type and quality of the “new forests”, in ecological and socio-economical
terms.

Recently, studies on forest transitions have provided insights into tropical forest—cover dynamics.
Their results add to the body of knowledge on tropical deforestation and mirror what can be learned
from previous forest transitions in developed countries. Unfortunately, the science and policies that will
promote forest transitions have received little attention.

This seminar aims to:

1. present and discuss recent scientific insights into tropical forest dynamics with special
attention to the key driving factors and elements for success behind the transition from net
deforestation to forest expansion,

2. review the socio-economic and ecological qualities of the forests that are the result of these
transitions,

3. discuss the policy implications emerging from our new insights about forest transitions,
including priorities for further work.

The seminar will take place on 19 June 2008, from 13.00 until 17.00 hours, at the Conference Center
“De Reehorst”, Ede, the Netherlands.

Please note the seminar in your agenda. Further details on the programme and registration will be
distributed by the end of March.
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This seminar is the second in a series of annual events on Sustainable forest management in the tropics.

Are we on the right track? It is jointly organized by Utrecht University (Prince Bernhard Chair), Wageningen
University (Forest and Nature Conservation Policy group), Tropenbos International, Dutch Association of
Tropical Forests (VTB) and Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (Knowledge Department).




